CHAPTER I.
Mesopotamia: A brief sketch of its history in relation to the Eastern
Policy    of    Great    Britain;    of    its    geographical    and    climatic
characteristics:   and   of   certain   other   factors   which   affected   the
problem of taking military action there.
In Lower Mesopotamia, six or seven thousand years before
Christ, the temples and villages of Sumeria—the first evidence
of a social organisation among men—began to arise on the
banks of the Euphrates and the Tigris: it was in Meso-
potamia, and in Persia, and Armenia that this primitive
social organisation expanded and developed into the first
conception of Empire; it was in the Middle East that the
conquests of Babylonia, of Darius, of Alexander, of Rome
and of Islam made history. At the beginning of the
thirteenth century, after a long history of conquest and
counter conquest, Mesopotamia was a fertile, flourishing and
civilised country; then came the Mongol invasion, when the
savage hordes of Jenghis Khan—and, later, Hulaku Khan—
poured down out of the north upon Persia and Armenia,
sweeping everything before them by the bitterness and violence
of their animosity against Islam. In 1258 a.d. the invaders
reached Baghdad. The capital was sacked, and the scientific,
literary, and artistic records of centuries were wiped out; the
system of irrigation, upon which the country depended for
its existence, was destroyed; and, after a period of civilisation
which had lasted for eighty centuries, Mesopotamia once more
lay waste—an arid desert save for the two great rivers
which wound their way, past a few scattered vestiges of
humanity, towards the Persian Gulf. It was not until four
hundred years later, when the Ottoman Turks occupied
Baghdad in 1638, that the country began to revive. At this
time the traders of the West were endeavouring to exploit
the commercial possibilities of the East, and the trade routes
into Persia from the south and west ran through Baghdad.
In these endeavours British commerce was largely concerned
—so largely, in fact, that in the eighteenth century England
•undertook responsibility for the protection of shipping from,
the pirates which then infested the Persian Gulf and the
Shatt-al-Arab.

